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SUBJECT: FRG-ICELAND FISHERIES DISPUTE 

1. GERMAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED OCTOBER 16 THAT THE 
ERG AND ICELAND HAVE AGREED TO HOLD DISCUSSIONS ON 
ERG PISHING WITHIN RECENTLY-IMPLEMENTED ICELANDIC 
200-MILE PISHING ZONE. STATE SECRETARY 
WISCHNEWSKI WILL LEAD GERMAN DELEGATION TO TALKS 
BEGINNING OCTOBER 27 AND ENDING PRESUMABLY ON 
OCTOBER 29. POREIGN MINISTRY OFPICIAL TOLD EMBOPP 
THAT DECISION TO HOLD DISCUSSIONS WAS MADE ALTER 
POREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER PLACED TELEPHONE CALL TO 
ICELANDIC POREIGN MINISTER AGUSTSSON INDICATING 
ERG WILLINGNESS TO DROP LANDING BAN ON ICELANDIC 
PISH CATCHES IP GOI WOULD AGREE TO DATE POR TALKS. 
AGUSTSSON RETURNED GENSCHER'S CALL TWO HOURS LATER 
TO INDICATE WEEK BEGINNING OCTOBER 27 WAS ACCEPTABLE 
TO ICELAND. 
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2. SOURCE THOUGHT PROSPECTS OF AN AGREEMENT ARE 
GOOD. ERG IS NOW PREPARED TO WITHDRAW ALL FREEZER 
TRAWLERS EROM ICELANDIC WATERS AND WILL COOPERATE 
WITH OTHER EC COUNTRIES IN IMPLEMENTING TARIEE 
CONCESSIONS TO ICELAND WHICH HAVE BEEN HELD UP 
DURING PISHING DISPUTE. HE EXPECTS ICELAND TO 
REFRAIN FROM HARRASSMENT OP ERG TRAWLERS DURING 
INTERIM PERIOD PRIOR TO PORMAL AGREEMENT AND 
EXPECTS ICELAND TO ALLOW WETPISH TRAWLERS IN 
SELECTED 30-60 MILE ZONES DURING LIMITED PORTION 

OP THE YEAR. REPORTS FROM FRG EMBASSY IN REYKIAVIK 
LEAD POREIGN MINISTRY TO BELIEVE THAT SUCH AN 
ARRANGEMENT WILL BE ACCEPTABLE TO ICELANDIC PUBLIC. 

3. SOURCE ADDED THAT FRG IS NOT FORMALLY 
COORDINATING ITS POSITION WITH THE UK, BUT 
WISCHNEWSKI HOPES TO RECEIVE A BRIEFING FROM 
BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIALS, WHO WILL 
NEGOTIATE WITH THE GOI OCTOBER 23 THROUGH 24 IN 
LONDON. FRG HOPES TO KNOW AT THAT TIME IF AGREEMENT 
ALONG THE LINES PRESENTED ABOVE IS LIKELY TO BE 
REALIZED. 

HILLENBRAND 
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